pulously upheld the best traditions of the Governor of
a responsible Dominion.
Prof. Coupland, despite this knowledge, has pre-
ferred the first type of ministries to the second, con-
sidering them to be the type envisaged by the fra-
mers of the Act. The inference is obvious. Either the
framers under the guise of putting up responsible gov-
ernment were only putting up frauds on democracy;
or Prof. Coupland would like to have such frauds estab-
lished in all the provinces in India to suit his a priori
idea as to what freedom India should have in the
future.
The facts, however, remain. The Congress Prime
Ministers asked for an assurance that the Governor's
discretion should be held in abeyance. The Congress
Ministries acting in the highest tradition of responsi-
ble ministries worked in the best interests of their pro-
vinces. The British statesmen time and again were
moved to compliment the Congress ministries on their
strength and impartiality. The Governor-General and
the Governors were loath to part with them in Nov-
ember 1939, and for some months tried to wean them
back to office. Till May-June of 1940 British sttates-
men were anxious to get back the 'totalitarianism' of
the Congress High Command, so long,, however, as the
Congress gave up its claim to a transfer of power at
the centre. Only when the Congress Ministries re-
fused to go back to office, on account of the British
refusal to part with power at the centre, official pro-
paganda put forward the so-called 'totalitarianism' of
the Congress High Command as a stunt to encourage
reactionary elements in the country to rally round the
Government against the Congress.